


 

Because the restaurant is still evolving, Lopes said brunch and children's menus are 
under development. 

Unlike a lot of restaurants, where the food choices fizzle as the night wears on, the full 
menu is available until midnight. That draws in those leaving a late movie or arriving 
in town late at one of the five nearby hotels, Lopes said. 

"I'm the kind of person who never eats before 11:30, and I think there's a lot of people 
like me," Lopes said. 

But those who come in earlier get a discount. During happy hour, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, all food and alcohol is 20 percent off. 

Like the food, the crowd is usually diverse, Lopes said. 

"If you look at four tables, you might see one with three 60- to 65-year-old women, a 
couple in their early forties, a table of six in their mid- to late twenties and a family 
with young kids. It's a good variety," he said. 

Just as varied is the music played by the DJ on Thursday nights. It includes classic rock 
as well as today's hip-hop, Lopes said. 

"We play songs everybody knows and can relate to," he said. 

Saphire Cafe, 7940 Wisconsin Ave., Bethesda, 301-986-9708. Open 11:15 a.m. to 1 
a.m. Monday through Thursday; 11:15 a.m. to 2 a.m. Friday and Saturday; and noon 
to 1 a.m. Sunday.  
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